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cracy and corrupt administration must continue in
the States ? Does any one deny that all these must go
and give place to free institutions ? If so, how is this
change to be brought about normally unless full oppor-
tunities are given for peaceful organisation and the
development of an intelligent and self-reliant public
opinion ? The full establishment of civil liberties is
an essential preliminary to any progress. It is an in-
sult to India to ask her to tolerate in the States ordi-
nance rule and the suppression of organisations and
prevention of public gatherings and methods usually
associated with the gangster. Are the States to remain
vast prisons where the human spirit is sought to be
extinguished and the resources of the people are to be
used for the pageantry and luxury of courts, while the
masses starve and remain illiterate and backward ?
Are the middle ages to continue in India under the
protection of British Imperialism ?
In an important State in Rajputana even type-
writers are discouraged and there is an ordinance deal-
ing with them and requiring their registration. In
Kashmir a monstrous ordinance, framed on the lines
of the ordinance promulgated for the Burma rebellion
some years ago, is the permanent law of the State,
In the premier State of Hyderabad civil liberty has
long been non-existent and latterly accounts of brutal
ill-treatment of peaceful satyagrahis have seen the light
of day. The recent expulsion of hundreds of students
from the Osmania University for the offence of
singing Bande Mataram privately is an astounding ins-
tance of the reactionary mentality which prevails in
the governing circles of Hyderabad. In Travancore
the memory o£ the outrages of last summer is still
fresh in our minds.
But I do not wish to make a list of these States
and their misdeeds, nor do I wish to discuss the prob-

